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the
Ethiopian Customs valuation Directive
Number 1123/2018

Directive issued to amend

Preamble

Whereas the directive was issued to
ensure conformity of the national
customs valuation system with the
Customs Valuation Agreement of the

World Trade Organization; and

Whereas it has become necessary to
further clarify the procedures under
which importers may submit additional

supporting documents; and

Whereas it is necessary to enhance

the transparency of the overall

customs valuation process.

Ethiopian Customs Valuation Directive
No. 1080/2025 is hereby amended as

follows.
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1. Short Title

This Directive may be cited as “The
Valuation
No.

Ethiopian Customs

(Amendment) Directive

1123/2026”
2. Amendement

Customs Valuation

1080/2025 has been

The

Directive No.

Ethiopian

amended as follows:

1. Sub-article (4) of Article 2 of the
Directive is repealed and replaced by

the following new sub-article (4)

2(4) “Reference price” means price

data compiled by the Customs
Commission exclusively for use in risk

management.”

2. Sub-article (5) of Article 2 of the

Directive is repealed.

3. Sub-Aricle (1), (2), and (3) of
Article 5 of the Directive are hereby
repealed and replaced by the following
new Sub-Aricles (1), (2), and (3), and
additional Sub-Articles (4) and (5) are
added

1. The transaction value for goods

imported into the country shall be
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the price actually paid or payable for
the goods when sold for export to

Ethiopia, with the additions specified

in the Proclamation and in this
Directive added thereto.
2. Where any of the following

circumstances arise, the Customs
Commissioner, or a customs officer
authorized by the Commissioner at the
appropriate  level, a  document
examiner, or a valuation expert may
request the declarant to provide the
following additional information without
directly accepting the value submitted

by the declarant.

a) Where

declared by the declarant or the

the transaction value
supporting documents provided are
incomplete;

b) Where any of the circumstances
set out in sub-articles (a) to (e) of
Article 90(1) of the Proclamation are
not fulfilled;

c) Where the description of the goods
(including quantity, type, quality,
specifications, country of origin, and

date of production) or any other
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required information or supporting
evidence is inaccurately declared or

incomplete;

d) Where the Commission possesses

evidence that false or forged
documents/evidence have been
presented;

e) Where the additions provided for
under Aricle 96 of the Customs
Proclamation have not been included
in the transaction value of the goods,
or where the declarant has failed to

submit verifiable evidence thereof;

3. When any of the situations listed in
sub-article (2) of this Article arise, the
shall be

following measures

implemented in sequential order:

a) The Customs Commissioner, or any
customs officer authorized by the
Commissioner at the relevant level, a
document examiner, or a valuation

expert may, based on reasonable
grounds provided for by law, request
the declarant to appear in person to
give explanations or to submit
evidence

the

additional supporting

verifying the correctness of

declared goods value within 15 days.
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This period shall be extended upon a

written request by the importer or
declarant where the requested
evidence is not available to the

importer or declarant within the initial
period due to factors outside the
importers or declarant's  control,
including the location of the seller or
manufacturer

abroad, banking or

payment verification timelines, or
transport and logistics documentation
processes.

b) The Customs Commissioner or any
customs officer authorized by the
Commissioner at the relevant level,
valuation

document examiner, or

expert shall accept the declared
transaction value where, following an
examination of the explanations or
additional supporting evidence
submitted pursuant to paragraph (a)
of this sub-article, it is satisfied that
the declared value represents the
actual price paid or payable for the
imported goods. Upon acceptance of
the value declared by the declarant,
the customs declaration shall be

processed without undue delay.
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c) If the declarant does not, within the
period specified by the Commission
under paragraph (a) of this sub-article,
provide evidence sufficient to verify
the correctness of the transaction
value or the manufacturer's price, the
Commissioner, or

Customs any

customs officer authorized by the
Commissioner at the relevant level,
document examiner, or valuation
expert authorized at the appropriate
level shall inform the importer of the
decision taken in accordance with the
law and shall determine the customs
value based on the next applicable
valuation method and proceed to
assess the customs duty and taxes
due.

4. Any additional evidence requested
pursuant to this Article shall be
restricted to evidence directly relevant
to the transaction under review and
which the declarant is reasonably able
to obtain in the normal course of
trade. Notwithstanding the foregoing
limitation, such evidence shall include
purchase or sales contracts, invoices,
documents,

payment transport

documents, and any other documents



Habtamu Hailemeskel

5) 8AALNST APLN@D PhI°LET PP
HCHC: e 771G @LI° W18 1741
POANT D7 P71L ool BPT hG PavANN-T-7
aolBPTF  MPLN PAaeFh PPN
Pas® PIMNLET PO OLP AWHGLLY
NIt AT hLTAI:

4/ Paoavé @ ArPAR 6 TUC NLh A
n8.0 A PR 6 k-

6. NTM.® AG NAghs avhad 27T1F A
a P (\1oo1 999.449° NINChtT

1) b1 0PLLE® PALTE PHama
P19°¢0 (-9° 0LI° P1-9°¢-n NAoo-¢ ®LI°
P0G FPMME NT1LD- AS Ok ophhA
PVt PA aoWPrT WS BV VI
CINLAET PO PN o7 Aeomé-mC
POLeNTA N& 9°n2eT LA AILVYE
LU NavaoHIN  +enolé  9°Cavd-
AT82L71  PPCNL®7  ao0lt AP
TavSG ATV SLLATET TN oP
ANVE:: 6914 9°Covd-@ ANNPLMS +&
L0 ADLA ALIND- LT RS Jhn

containing exchanged commercial

information.

5. The fact that the declarant is
unable to provide the manufacturer's
price list, market analyses, commercial
information that has no connection
with the transaction in question, or
similar data shall not be a reason for
rejecting the transaction value of the

goods submitted by the declarant.

4. Article 6 of the Directive is hereby
repealed and substituted with the

following new Article 6:

6. The procedure to be applied when
it is considered that a relationship
exists between the buyer and the

seller

1. If a customs officer authorized by

the Commissioner at the relevant
level, a customs expert, or a work
supervisor has reasonable grounds to
doubt the existence of a relationship
between the buyer and the seller and
that such relationship has influenced
the transaction price, the officer shall
document the suspicion and refer the
matter, along with the grounds for
doubt, to the

Valuation and
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Development Directorate for further
examination. Pending completion of
the additional investigation, the goods
shall be released upon the declarant
furnishing security for the customs
duty and taxes potentially due.

2. The Valuation and Development
Directorate shall, after investigating
the matter referred to it accordingly,
take the necessary steps to provide
guidance for the implementation of the
procedure in conformity with this
Article and to ensure the release of
the goods without the imposition of
security requirement exceeding what
is necessary and proportionate to
with  customs

ensure compliance

obligations.

5. Sub-article (2), paragraph (b) of
Article 7 of the Directive is hereby
repealed and substituted with the

following new sub-article (b):

b) Where the declared value closely
approximates the transaction value of
identical or similar goods sold to
unrelated buyers in Ethiopia during the

same time period, or where the price
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has been accepted in accordance with
sub-article (3)(b) of Article 5;

6. Aricle 10(4) of the directive is

hereby repealed.

7. Sub-article (2) of Aricle 17 of the
Directive is hereby repealed and
substituted with the following new sub-
article (2):

17 (2). shall utilize the data specified
in sub-article (1) of this Aricle
exclusively for the purpose of
supporting risk management and for
selecting transactions for customs

control.

8. Sub-article (4) of Aricle 18 of the
Directive is hereby repealed; the other
sub-articles are renumbered

accordingly in sequential order.

9. Article 19 of the Directive is hereby

repealed.

10. Paragraph (g) of sub-article (14)
of Anrticle 23 of the Directive is hereby
repealed. In addition, the following

new sub article 15 is added.
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(15) Any request by the Commission
for the declarant to provide additional
be
the

information or documents shall

limited to matters related to
declaration in question and shall not
place an undue or disproportionate

obligation on the declarant.

11. Sub-article (3) of Article 34 of the

Directive is hereby repealed.

4., Effective Date of the Directive

This Directive shall enter into force as
of the date its Registration by the
Ministry of Justice and posted on the
official website of the Ministry of

Revenues.

Addis Ababa, January, 2026
Aynalem Nigussie,

Minister of Revenues





